Other Open Source Software Packages


There are many other popular and highly useful software packages besides Open Office.  The following are some of the most popular ones which are most likely to be useful for college students, especially engineers.

· Firefox: An extremely fast, extensible, and secure browser.  Runs on most OS's. http://www.mozilla.org/products/firefox/

· Thunderbird: A high quality email client similar to Outlook. http://www.mozilla.org/products/thunderbird/

· Apache: A web server which runs on most OS's, currently serves 3 times as many pages as MS's IIS.  http://www.apache.org/

· Linux Operating System: There are a large number of “distros” of Linux, view the most popular ones at http://distrowatch.com/.  I recommend Knoppix, which boots solely from a CD, useful for data recovery and emergencies.

· Gimp: An image editing and viewing program most will find superior to Windows Paint. http://www.gimp.org/

· Cdex: An audio program for CD ripping and format conversion. http://cdexos.sourceforge.net/

· DC++: A very useful file sharing and chat program. http://dcplusplus.sourceforge.net/

· Notepad2: A fast and powerful plain-text editor with context highlighting for many filetypes, programmers will enjoy it. http://www.flos-freeware.ch/notepad2.html

· Cygwin: A program to provide a command line similar to Linux's on a Windows operating system. http://www.cygwin.com/

· Others: There are far too many good programs to discuss here, many OSS projects can be found on http://sourceforge.net/

