Open Source Software (OSS)

Introduction to Open Source Software

· The vast majority of OSS programs are released under the General Public License (GPL)

· This license allows the recipient of the software to modify and redistribute it as long as the subsequent version is also licensed under the GPL, source code is made available, and there are no charges (except for distribution).

· Programs are the collaborative work of many people working without receiving any direct compensation for their work

· This can allow programs to include more features, because users are capable of programming their own upgrades and special versions based on their wants and needs.

· Because multiple independent programmers working together, OSS programs are inherently more modular and access right-dependent, which improves security over Windows software, in which many components are interrelated.

Open Office (http://www.openoffice.org/)

· Open Office is a free open source office application suite intended to replace Microsoft Office, including a word processor, spreadsheet, drawing program, and HTML editor

· Overall, MS Office is only superior when using the advanced functions of any of the programs, or using programs such as excel which have no Open Office counterpart

Microsoft Office and Open Office Comparison

Microsoft Office

Pro's

· Very standard

· Many features (like translation)

· Good user interface

Con's

· Extremely expensive

· No built-in PDF exporter

· Closed file formats

· Backwards compatability problems

· Only runs on Windows and Macintosh

· Higher hardware requirements

· Has no support for Open Office formats

Open Office

Pro's

· Free

· Contains all features needed for all basic and intermediate word processing

· PDF exporter built-in

· Source code can be customized

· Open file formats (enhance futureproofing)

· Active userbase always improving functionality

· Has good support for MS formats

Con's

· Fewer advanced features, like translation, and advanced statistical functions in spreadsheet programming

· No official support (but plenty of free unofficial support)

· Runs a little slower than MS Office

